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In Week 0 staff 

participated in our 

inaugural Respect and 

Remembrance Day to 

honour and reflect on our 

students who have 

passed away... 

was still an unmanageable structure, impacting on teaching and learning (our core business) with students spending random 

times out of class. This year we have trialled the once a week system, with feedback from staff being extremely positive.  
Here are some numbers re NDIS service provision: 

8 organisations currently providing services at ANSS; 5 organisations in the pipeline to start work at ANSS; 24 therapists currently 

working at ANSS; 6 therapists in the pipeline to start work at ANSS; 83 therapy sessions occurring each week; 33 therapy 

sessions occurring once a fortnight; a total of 199 therapy sessions occurring within a two week period. 

As we know, students in the early stages of development in their communication can express their needs in many ways. 

Unfortunately aggressive outbursts occur. Staff completed Managing Actual and Potential Aggression (MAPA) training this term 

to support the management of these difficult moments, ensuring the safety of all whilst maintaining the relationship between staff 

and students.   

The Department’s Action Plan is in its second year. Staying the course underpins our focus on communication. Engaging our 

parents is a priority for the Department and for me as Principal of ANSS. I’m keen for your input for me to propose some simple 

steps to staff in this journey. 

Keith Meiforth, from Niagara Therapy, has offered play / medical toys to the value of $40,000 for our school. Another donation  

of $10,000 has been made to ANSS, with the possibility of an electronic screen highlighting and informing parents and visitors 

regarding school information and special events. Part of the school’s fundraised monies will be going towards some exciting 

activity-based line markings. These will be completed over the school holidays. Term 2 looks like another exciting time of 

teaching, learning and enjoyment. Please enjoy the break! Keep safe and I’ll see you all in the new term. 

Best wishes,  

Byron 

From the Principal 
Term 1 is quickly coming to an end and I have the opportunity to reflect on the journey so far.  

Great to see the R-12 classes using the newly established outdoor spaces, with the team doing 

extra work on the Senior and Primary side. New grass (real) will transform this space. I’d like to 

acknowledge the work of all staff and their families who volunteered their time. On another 

note, the repainting of the central park surface is now complete and… bright blue. 

The new swimming location at The Parks has been well received and feedback from staff is 

really positive. Hopefully the R-12 students will be able to access this location once the change 

facilities have been completed. 

In Week 0 the staff participated in our inaugural Respect and Remembrance Day to honour  

and reflect on our students who have passed away, as well as ensuring new staff have an 

understanding of the complexities of our work. As we gathered together in the ANSS Memorial 

Garden, Jaswinder Sharma, the longest serving member of our staff, read the school’s poem. 

With Jenny Rikard-Bell taking time back in the classroom, both Danica Wuttke and Kylie Scott 

have stepped into the leadership group seamlessly. Kylie is leading the Communication RTI 

and NDIS, as well as lone managing Pathways, Middle Years and the smaller classes. I’d like 

to thank Jenny for her commitment to her role as Deputy over the last 4 years. 

In 2018 we trialled the 3aC model to support NDIS provision in the school. On reflection, this 
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To begin our cooking lesson we always wash 

our hands and sit at the table as a group.  

We then take it in turns finding the ingredients 

for our recipe. When we have found all of our 

ingredients, we take turns completing each step 

of our recipe.  

So far this term we have made chocolate cake, 

brownies, pizza scrolls, cheese and vegemite 

scrolls, pizza and sausage rolls.  

Our favourite part is always eating what we 

have created. YUMMY! 

Cooking is all  

about people.  

Food is maybe the 

only universal thing 

that really has the 

power to bring 

everyone together.  

No matter what 

culture, everywhere 

around the world, 

people get together  

to eat.  

Guy Fieri 

Pathways JP  

James De Palma 

This term in Mathematics, the Junior Primary 

class has been involved in drawing, 

understanding and naming 2D shapes.  

We have been using many creative means to 

do this. We started by introducing our shapes 

in the form of finger puppet characters, and 

students were able to choose which character 

they would like to be. They were highly 

engaged with this task and very much liked 

talking to each other in their best puppet 

voices! 

We then visited the various shapes and 

practised our understanding of their names. 

Students were able to display their abilities in 

drawing the shapes on the whiteboard.  

We have since looked at each shape’s 

properties and integrated our understanding 

with STEM and Visual Arts to make and draw 

them respectively. 

Mathematics  

has beauty and 

romance.  

It's not a boring 

place to be, the 

mathematical 

world. It's an 

extraordinary 

place; it's worth 

spending time 

there. 

Marcus du Sautoy 

Ultimately, it has been  

fantastic to see the  

insightful ideas students in 

the JP Pathways class have 

applied, to engage with the 

content and apply it to  

other areas. 

A great effort that we will 

keep up in Term 2!  

Junior Primary 
Ashlee Barnes 

Every Thursday we have a cooking 

lesson after recess. In our books we  

put our recipe together and sequence 

our numbers 1 to 10.  



Senior 
Nicole Livingstone and 

Wendy Hartley-Brammer 

Harmony Day is celebrated each 

year on the 21st March with a focus 

on the theme, Everyone Belongs.  

Senior students “put their heart into 

it” when they were asked to write 

something within a HEART shape 

to show that Everyone Belongs! 

Each student inspired their peers 

and staff with their genuine and 

thoughtful comments. 

This is what they wrote: I belong to 

a classroom with a lot of friends 

(Adam); Kane is a pretty good 

friend of mine and has a great life in 

and outside of school (Dakoda); 

Everyone is always my friend 

because they’re always nice  

to me and like to hang out with me 

(Jacob); Harmony Day is as good 

as having lovely friends and I like  

South Africans (Tyson); I like 

playing basketball with my friends 

(Shem); Getting along with people 

from different countries and respect 

for all people (Bethany).  

R-12 Junior 
Ian Hartley-Brammer 

We celebrated Harmony Day by joining 

with Nicole’s Senior class for a walk around 

central park to watch the Harmony bows 

being tied to the poles.  

Later the Senior students shared a story 

which they had written entitled Who Said 

Boo? They read with great animation to our 

students’ delight.  

The R-12 Junior students reciprocated with 

two of their own stories called I Like to Play 

and I Went Walking. 

We listened to some songs, made some 

new friends and shared some chocolate 

Freddos, which was a lot of fun. 

Since that day, the Senior students have 

often noticed and greeted our students in 

the yard and stopped for a friendly chat. 

We are looking forward to having more 

combined activities during the year. 

Happiness is when  

what you think,  

what you say, and  

what you do are  

in harmony. 

Mahatma Gandhi 



Senior 
Mel Muhlhan 

On Friday of Week 7 Nicole and Mel’s 

classes went to Rostrevor College to 

participate in an Athletics Day.  

Both classes competed with excitement and 

enthusiasm in all of the 6 skill stations which 

were run and supported by the Rostrevor 

College school boys.  

A fun day was had by all and we are looking 

forward to doing it again next year! Here are 

our pictures and comments about the day. 

 

Primary  

Kat Wcislo 

Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) lessons 

have been a highlight of our class learning 

program this term. We all enjoy the movement, 

music, rhythm and literacy programs.   

Each week, we focus on one exercise and  

the language that helps the students perform  

the movement. We repeat this exercise three 

times per week, providing the students with an 

opportunity to practise their cognitive skills, in 

other words, thinking skills.  

The big picture behind the PMP weekly lesson 

is to support students to develop their self 

confidence and to be able to perform the 

movement free of cognitive processing.  

We are all getting better at using the rhythm 

sticks. Some students are showing that they 

can tap the sticks and follow the instructions at 

the same time.  

The lycra exercise seems to be the biggest 

challenge at the moment. Everyone likes to 

pull the lycra at different times and with 

different degrees of strength.  

As much as our team work skills need further 

development, one thing’s for sure, we all laugh 

at the same time!   

The Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) 

is an Australian movement-based 

program which helps students 

improve their eye/hand and eye/foot 

coordination, fitness, balance, 

locomotion and eye-tracking skills.  

We did running races.  

I won my race. Nick 

We did tug of war. Kyle G 

I did  

the 

bean 

bag 

toss.  

I scored 

390. 

Kyle OB. 

We threw the bean bag in the hoop to 

score points. Mikala 

I did a relay 

race. Travis 
I did a 3 legged 

race with Nick. Sam 

We had to 

move the 

parachute 

up and down 

to keep the 

ball moving 

on it.  

Ruby 

I threw the 

vortex and 

I got the 

longest 

throw. 

Damian 

This valuable program supports the ANSS SACE 

Health Modified Stage 1 and 2 Goal 4:  

Participate in and experience at least one community 

based sport during the year. 


